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LǘΩǎ long established that an image you enter into SPA 
and PAGB competitions should be composed of 
photographic elements that you have produced.

So, for example, a replacement sky must 
come from another of your images.

A texture you apply to an image must be 
taken by you, not from some online stock

LǘΩǎ long established that an image you enter into SPA 
and PAGB competitions should be composed of 
photographic elements that you have produced.



LǘΩǎ long established that an image you enter into SPA 
and PAGB competitions should be composed of 
photographic elements that you have produced.

The guiding principle is that all elements in the 

finished image should derive from  YOUR PIXELS

LǘΩǎ long established that an image you enter into SPA 
and PAGB competitions should be composed of 
photographic elements that you have produced.



The position regarding the use of what is termed 
άDŜƴŜǊŀǘƛǾŜ !Lέ is already covered by SPA rules.



The position regarding the use of what is termed 
άDŜƴŜǊŀǘƛǾŜ !Lέ is already covered by SPA rules.

The aim of this presentation is to highlight to 
club members some aspects of processing that 
rely on generative AI (forbidden)



Modern camera systems rely on machine learning.

Autofocus systems have been ΨǘǊŀƛƴŜŘΩ on millions of 
images to recognise human faces, birds, etc



ẌÿțǸ MÃñ iTR AFX algorithm uses Deep 
Learning, trained using millions of 
images . As well as being able to detect 
a human body, head, face and eye, it 
can tell when someone is wearing a 
helmet or goggles or even facing away 
from the camera. It can also track 
animals, birds and vehicles, and even 
recognise  where the cockpit is in an 
aircraft, for example. It can identify 
both a penguin and an ostrich Ṿ and 
know where to focus on the head and 
ʌțǸ ǸʳǸ Ȓɐɶ ǸǍǪț ɐȒ ʌțǸɃṣẍ

ΧΦΦ ŦǊƻƳ /!bhb ǿŜōǎƛǘŜ



Image manipulation has always been part of 
ǘƘŜ ǇƘƻǘƻƎǊŀǇƘŜǊΩǎ ǘƻƻƭōƻȄ

Mark-up of image for darkroom printer



Totally acceptable camera AI assistance
to aid image capture

No issues with AI selection tools in
editing software



KEY
Adobe Lightroom Classic

Adobe Photoshop

Acceptable in SPA competitions

Use barred in SPA competitions
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Object removal



No use of generative AI: clones part of original image





Better result but ... NOT YOUR PIXELS!



Generative AI remove without text prompt



NOT YOUR PIXELS!



Now without generative AI



bƻǿ ǿƛǘƘƻǳǘ ƎŜƴŜǊŀǘƛǾŜ !L Χ



Not so good ! Χ ōǳǘ ƭŜƎŀƭ  


